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Colorado Archaeological Society 

Annual Membership Meeting, September 26, 2020 

Virtual Meeting on Google Meet 

Annual Meeting Minutes 

 

Call to Order and Establishment of a Quorum: The Annual Members Meeting 

(85th Annual Conference) of the Colorado Archaeological Society was held virtually on 
Google Meet on Saturday September 26, 2020. The meeting initially was called to order 
at approximately 4:10 PM by Vice President Linda Sand, then delayed by technical 
problems until 4:20 PM, when President Bob Rushforth recalled the meeting to order. 
Fifty (50) members were in attendance; therefore a quorum was present. The meeting 
was hosted by Indian Peaks Chapter of the Colorado Archaeological Society (IPCAS) 
which also supplied technical support for the virtual meeting.  
 

Chapters Represented: Chipeta, Colorado Rock Art, Denver, Grand Junction, 

Hisatsinom, Indian Peaks, Northern Colorado, Pikes Peak and Pueblo. 
 

Approval of 2019 Annual Meeting Minutes (Lawrence Beidle, Recording 

Secretary): The Minutes for the 2019 Annual Meeting were reviewed by the 

Membership. No amendments were made, and a Motion to approve the 2019 Annual 
Meeting minutes was made and seconded.  There being no discussion, the Motion was 
approved unanimously.  
 

Executive Secretary (Karen Kinnear): CAS is current with its filings with the 

Colorado Secretary of State. CAS continues to work with both History Colorado and the 
Colorado Council of Professional Archaeologists (CCPA) to improve relations between 
the organizations. CAS has assumed the responsibility for preparation of the Swallow 
Site report. 
    
   The members extended a hearty thank-you to IPCAS for all their hard work in 
preparing for and running the Annual Conference for the first time in a virtual format.   

 

Treasurer’s Report (Michele Giometti): The Treasurer provided members a 

verbal interim 3rd Quarter Report, as the third quarter does not end until September 30th.  
 

 CAS has assets exceeding $31,000: $7,638 in checking and savings accounts. 

 CAS has $23,800 in four certificates of deposit. 

 The CAS General Fund has over $2,500 including September 2020 membership 
fees to date. 

 The Southwestern Lore fund currently has a deficit of $1,000. 

 CAS currently has a projected budget shortfall of approximately $1,900 to 
$2,000 for the year to date. 

A written Treasurer’s Report will be available in October. 
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Old Business: None 

 

COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL REPORTS 

 

Membership (Bev Goering): CAS currently has a total of 634 memberships (902 

total members), down 23 memberships from Second Quarter 2020. 

 

Alice Hamilton Scholarship (Phil Williams): No report. 

 

Education and Outreach (Tami Coyle): Public archaeology announcements will 

be added to the CAS website. 

 

Science Advisory (Dave Melanson): The Third Quarterly Science Advisory 

Committee report will be posted on ORCA next month after the Committee receives 
third quarter data and analyzes it. The Committee Chair provided an interim oral report. 
While COVID has resulted in far fewer activities for members in which to participate, 68 
members still provided 2283 hours devoted to a variety of projects.  

 

Publications (Ray Sumner): The Publications Chair provided the following report: 

 Southwestern Lore: All four issues of the journal are on track to be published 

and mailed according to schedule. 

 Newsletter: The Newsletter editor has resigned. Applicants can contact either 

the Publications Chair (Ray Sumner) or the Executive Secretary (Karen Kinnear). 

 Social Media: Social media sites are functioning and receiving numerous 

“hits.” 

Website: The CAS website is up and running. 

 
The Publications Chair addressed the ongoing deficit in funding the publishing of 
Southwestern Lore. He said options included: 1) publishing the journal in an electronic 
format only (ceasing publication of the hard copy journal); 2) creation of an annual fund 
drive devoted solely to the continued publication of Southwestern Lore; 3) creating a 
separate non-membership subscription category; 4) CAS provides $500 per issue 
($2,000/year) budgeted out of the General Fund. 

 

Governance (Sharon Murphy): A new Advocacy Policy was adopted by the Board 

of Directors at the July 2020 Board meeting. Charters for four (4) Board Committees 
were approved by the Board: Education and Outreach, Long-Range Planning, Science 
Advisory and Membership. 
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Long-Range Planning (Dave Melanson): The Committee Chair reported the 

Committee’s significant accomplishments including the submission and approval of four 
(4) Board Committee charters (see Governance Committee report above). Six (6) 

other Committee charters either are being drafted or in revisions. The Committee 
expects to have a draft CAS Strategic Plan completed by December 2020, with a 
completed Strategic Plan submitted to the Board for approval in January 2021. 
 

Awards (Linda Sand): The Ivol K. Hagar Award was presented to Robert (Bob) and 

Diane McBride of the Hisatsinom Chapter for their long-time contributions to the 
Colorado archaeological community. Chapter recognition awards were given to Larry 
Keller of the Hisatsinom Chapter and Larry Hansen of the Pikes Peak Chapter for their 
work and contributions. 
 
   President Rushforth encouraged the Chapters apply for available grants and to 
nominate members for Chapter recognition awards. 
 

History Colorado Projects (Terry Murphy): No report. 

 

State Archaeologist (Becca Simon for Holly Norton): The History Colorado 

Museum is open on a limited basis, but a number of programs either are on hiatus or 
virtual. 
 
   Both History Colorado and OAHP are going through reorganization, with OAHP 
becoming responsible for [cultural resources legal] compliance and the State Historical 
Fund responsible for funding (grants, etc.). Check the History Colorado website after 
10/1/2020 for major announcements.   

 

PAAC (Becca Simon): Three PAAC classes will be offered online through the end 

of 2020. The classes will be announced next week. Fieldwork has been suspended 
through the remainder of 2020 because of COVID restrictions and lack of funding. 
Project Archaeology projects will be posted on the CAS website. 

 

CAS Representative to AHPC (Bob Rushforth for Peter Faris): There has 

been no action by AHPC because of budget constraints. 

 

Ways and Means (Karen Kinnear): No report. See Motion to Increase Dues 

under New Business. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Motion to Increase Dues (Karen Kinnear): The Ways and Means Committee 

Chair proposed an increase in CAS state dues to increase Society funds to cover 
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current and future deficits, to support the future Strategic Plan, to continue publication of 
a printed version of Southwestern Lore, and to finance virtual platforms for both 
Chapters and State CAS. 
 
Linda Sand offered the following Motion: 
 
 “That CAS increase the State CAS portion of membership dues to $20 annually 
for Individual memberships and to $30 annually for Family memberships and that Senior 
membership category be eliminated effective January 1. 2021.” 
 
No second was need as the Motion was made by the Committee. 
 
Discussion of the Motion was opened, and many members contributed useful and 
intelligent comments including: 
 

 What are the benefits that individual members and Chapters receive if the dues 
increase is approved? 

 What exactly will the dues increase fund? 

 Some members felt it was premature to increase dues, particularly while the 
current epidemic and associated economic upheaval are occurring. It is unknown 
how much longer COVID and the lagging national economy were going to impact 
people. Many members are on fixed and/or limited incomes and currently cannot 
even afford a small increase in des.  

 Other members thought CAS should not increase dues until the fiscal impacts of 
the anticipated Strategic Plan were known. The Strategic Plan should include an 
analysis of the monetary impacts of its proposals. 

 Some members noted that the baseline State CAS dues had not been increased 
in several years [16 years]. 

 
   The members gradually came to a consensus that the Motion be tabled to allow 
further review by the Ways and Means Committee and subsequently the general 
Membership. 
 
Ray Sumner offered the following Motion: 
  
 “That the Motion to Increase Dues be tabled and returned to the Ways and 
Means Committee [for further review].” 
 
The Motion was seconded by Larry Beidle. 
 
There being no discussion, the Motion was voted on and passed unanimously. 
 

Election of 2021 Officers (Karen Kinnear): The following slate of candidates 

for 2021 CAS officers was presented to the General Membership: 
 
 President: Linda Sand 
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 Vice President: Dave Melanson 
 Executive Secretary: Karen Kinnear 

Treasurer: Michelle Giometti 
 Recording Secretary: Larry Beidle 
 
A Motion to Elect the Candidates by Acclamation was made, seconded and 
unanimously approved by the General Membership. 

 

2021 Quarterly Board Meetings: The President announced the calendar for the 

2021 Quarterly Board Meetings, the 2021 Annual Conference and Members Meeting, 
and their Chapter hosts: 
 January 2021: Northern Colorado (virtual) 
 April 2021: Pikes Peak (Colorado Springs) 
 July 2021: Hisatsinom (Cortez) 
 Annual Meeting, September or October 2021: Chipeta 
 
Other New Business: The President extended thank yous to the officers and Board 

members, attending members and IPCAS for their participation in CAS’s first virtual 
Annual Conference and Members meeting. 
  

ADJOURNMENT: A Motion to Adjourn was made, seconded and unanimously 

passed. The 85th Annual Meeting of CAS was adjourned at 5:35 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lawrence (Larry) Beidle 
CAS Recording Secretary 
October 9, 2021 

 

  

 

 


