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Over the last year, the Colorado 
Archaeological Society and other 
members of the archaeological 
community have conducted exciting 
research that adds to our 
understanding and appreciation of 
the diverse and rich cultural 
landscapes around us. Here to report 
on their latest findings are a strong 
field of speakers covering a broad 
range of topics of current 
archaeological interest. Please join us 
as we explore the past, inform the 
present, and protect the future. 
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Archaeological research safely continues despite hardships imposed by COVID 19. Over the last 
year, the archaeological community conducted exciting research that adds to our 
understanding and appreciation of the diverse and rich cultural landscapes around us. Here to 
report on their latest findings are a strong field of members of that community. Their talks 
cover a broad swath of current archaeological interest from prehistoric to historic, from Plains 
to Fremont to Pueblo traditions, and from traditional excavation and rock art to digitally 
assisted archaeology.  

We've organized our lecture program in morning and afternoon sessions followed by speaker 
biographies. We've also linked lectures and speakers in the digital version to make navigation 
easier. 

Lecture Schedule and Abstracts 

Morning Session Lectures 9:00 – 11:30 

In this session, we start with a history of our host chapter by Bill Harris. Chipeta is CAS's oldest 
chapter, and Bill witnessed 36 of its 86-year history firsthand.  

We then feature presentations by three current and recent Alice Hamilton Scholarship 
recipients. Matt Balance, Zach Cooper, and Ray Sumner represent how our Alice Hamilton 
Scholarships assists and encourages promising undergraduate and graduate students to 
prepare for productive careers in archaeology and related fields. Matt Balance, a historical 
archaeologist and graduate student at CSU, pursues his interest in Spanish colonialism in 
Andean South America by tracing how the Spanish reworked the Inka road network to fit their 
vision of colonial society and investigating how 18th-century travelers experienced this system. 
As a doctoral student at CU Boulder, Zach Cooper analyzed different hypotheses about 
interregional interaction between the Tewa Basin's tenth and eleventh century Ancestral 
Pueblo communities and presents his preliminary results and their implications for Chaco and 
Northern Rio Grande interregional interaction. Ray Sumner is the president of our Northern 
Colorado Chapter, a doctoral student in the Anthropology and Geography Department at CSU, 
and a retired Army officer studying the Indian wars of 1862 to 1869. Ray leverages his academic 
and military knowledge, tribal consultations, historical records, remote sensing, ground survey, 
and limited excavation to investigate the archaeological record of battles fought along the 
South Platte River at Julesburg Station and Camp Rankin. Ray's presentation features aerial and 
terrestrial LiDAR data collection and analysis partially funded by his Alice Hamilton Scholarship.  

We wrap up the morning session with Carl Conner's report on his research of the prehistoric 
and historic cultural landscape associated with Canyon Pintado National Historic District. Carl 
compiles existing data on the district and confirms and supplements this with fieldwork that 
features documenting prehistoric and historical rock art in relation to the landscape's 
geography, history, and ethnohistory. Carl has been an active field archaeologist for nearly 45 
years and is the founder of Grand River Institute and its non-profit sister organization, 
Dominquez Archaeological Research Group, Inc. (DARG). He earned a B.A. in Anthropology from 
Adams State College and served as Senior Researcher in Linguistics and Mesoamerican 
Archaeology at the University of the Americas, Puebla, Mexico. 
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9:00 THE HISTORY OF THE CHIPETA CHAPTER, COLORADO ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

Bill Harris, Chipeta Chapter, Colorado Archaeological Society  

A brief history of the Chipeta Chapter highlighting the people and the contributions the chapter 
has made to Colorado archaeology over its 86 years. 

9:15 A NATURAL INSTITUTION: INFRASTRUCTURE, IDENTITY, AND EXPERIENCE IN THE 
18TH CENTURY ANDES 

Matt Balance, Colorado State University, Alice Hamilton Scholar 

The Inka empire was building one of the largest road systems 
ever constructed when the Spanish conquered them in the 
early 16th century. Over the next several centuries, the 
Spanish set about reworking the roads and waystations of the 
Andes into a model that fit their vision of colonial society. 
This presentation traces those developments into the 18th 
century when the "Bourbon Reforms" reshaped much of 
Spain's American empire. Next, it combines historical, 
geospatial, and archaeological lines of inquiry to examine 
how different classes of people experienced the road in this 
period, how they moved and stopped along it, and how those 
movement patterns served as an identifier of status in 
colonial society. 

9:45 EVALUATING A RESISTANCE MODEL FOR NORTHERN RIO GRANDE - CHACO INTERACTION 

Zachary Cooper, University of Colorado Boulder, Alice Hamilton Scholar 

Between AD 900 and 1150, Chaco Canyon was the center of a complex and widespread 
Ancestral Puebloan interaction network spanning the San Juan Basin of northwestern New 
Mexico. This network was characterized by the presence of monumental architecture in the 
form of great houses and great kivas and associated earthen mounds and roads. Chacoan great 
houses contained exotic goods imported from Mesoamerica, such as macaws, copper bells, and 
cacao. Its power and influence were exercised in part by replicating a specific set of 
monumental architectural traits that stretched as far as southeastern Utah and southwestern 
Colorado. Yet, for some reason, this architectural influence did not extend further east than the 
central Rio Puerco valley and did not reach the Northern Rio Grande (NRG) region. Chaco's 
eventual decline initiated a significant demographic shift within the Pueblo world, with the NRG 
eventually becoming the new demographic and cultural center. 

Theories about the relationship between the NRG and Chaco are varied, from those that view 
the NRG as a marginalized frontier of little interest to Chaco to the argument that there was a 
significant interaction between the two regions, to the idea of the NRG as a region of Chacoan 
resistance. The socio-political organization and architectural footprint of post-AD 1200 NRG 
communities were in stark contrast to the overt social stratification and visually stunning 
monumental architecture of Chaco. Were these differences a continuation and magnification of 
choices NRG peoples had made before Chaco's decline? Or did they take shape following the 
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collapse of Chaco? Previous studies on resistance/revitalization movements, both in the U.S. 
Southwest and elsewhere, have indicated that processes of resistance typically involve 
geographic or ideological separation from sources of cultural exploitation and domination and 
are rooted in historical contingencies. This project drew upon these contrasting perspectives to 
evaluate different hypotheses about interregional interaction between the tenth and eleventh-
century Ancestral Puebloan communities of the Tewa Basin, a subsection of the NRG, and the 
Chaco regional system using Instrumental Neutron Activation Analysis (INAA). This presentation 
will discuss the preliminary results of this analysis and the implications for Chaco-NRG 
interregional interaction. 

10:15 Break 

10:30 THE DAYS AFTER COLORADO'S DARKEST DAY: THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY IN HISTORIC 
ARCHAEOLOGY ON THE GREAT PLAINS 

Ray Sumner, Colorado State University, Northern Colorado Chapter Colorado Archaeological 
Society, Alice Hamilton Scholar 

Julesburg Station and Camp Rankin, located in northeastern Colorado 
along the South Platte River, became the focal point of the Native 
American response to the 1864 Sand Creek Massacre. The location 
was chosen as the initial and last battle of a six-week campaign in 
early 1865 due to its isolated location and abundant stage company 
warehouses. Remarkably, the site has not been studied by 
professional historians or archaeologists. Unfortunately, the 
battlefield has been heavily disturbed by relic hunters. Initial work 
focused on identifying the exact site boundaries using historical 
records, remote sensing, ground survey, and limited excavation.  The 
initial phases of work also include initiating tribal consultation with 
the Cheyenne, Arapaho, and Lakota nations and a public outreach 

campaign. The work with LIDAR, both aerial and terrestrial, was enabled by CAS through the 
awarding of a 2021 Alice Hamilton Scholarship which allowed for the purchase of required 
processing software. The software will allow for the creation of battlefield visualization and 
archaeological prospection of lost stage stations and ranches along the Overland Trail / Denver 
Road. 

11:00 DARG-ARCHAEOLOGICAL REASSESSMENT OF CANYON PINTADO NATIONAL HISTORIC 
DISTRICT ROCK ART 

Carl Conner, Dominquez Archaeological Research Group 

This ongoing project examines the prehistoric and historic cultural landscape associated with 
Canyon Pintado National Historic District by compiling baseline data from State and Federal 
records and conducting site revisits and new recordings. Besides providing archival level 
documentation of the sites, this information is used in research goals that emphasize 
identifying and interpreting regional patterns in prehistoric chronology and settlement, mobility 
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and trade, and resource use and technology. To that end, prehistoric and historic rock art sites 
are being documented and assessed in the scope of their relationships to the landscapes 
of geography, history, and ethnohistory. 

11:30 Lunch 

Afternoon Session Lectures 12:30 – 3:45 

Mike Prouty of Alpine Archaeological Consultants leads off our afternoon session with a talk on 
a Hart Award-winning midden excavation on the former estate of General William Jackson 
Palmer—founder of the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad and the City of Colorado Springs. This 
project demonstrates that "trash is history" by discovering a rich assortment of artifacts 
portraying the lifestyle of a wealthy Victorian household at the turn of the 20th century. Mike 
holds an M.A. degree in Anthropology from San Diego State University. 

In a different perspective on Colorado's past, Michelle Slaughter, also of Alpine Archaeological 
Consultants, presents the story of an early 20th century African American homesteading 
community in southeastern Colorado. Michelle uses various archaeological field research 
methods and descendent community memories to remind us of the diversity in Colorado's 
journey to now and the role archaeological sites play in constructing public memory. Michelle 
holds an M.A. degree in Anthropology from CU Denver. 

Next, in a novel approach to using indigenous oral tradition to inform our understanding of the 
past, Carlton Gover, a doctoral student at CU Boulder and member of the Pawnee Nation of 
Oklahoma, reports on his work in using Bayesian radiocarbon derived chronologies to examine 
historical events recorded in Indigenous oral traditions of the Great Plains.  

What does it mean to be Fremont? Much uncertainty and disagreement surround this question. 
Katie Richards, a doctoral student at WSU and Crow Canyon Lister Fellow, reports on her 
Fremont painted ceramic design analysis to shed some light on their identity and origins. 

For the last two lectures, we move to southwest Colorado to hear reports on how 3D modeling 
contributes to archaeological practice and on results from recent work at the Wallace Ruin.  

Photogrammetry and LiDAR-derived data sets and models are becoming staples in current 
archaeological practice and public education. In his talk on 3D modeling, Crow Canyon's Grant 
Coffey tells us how they use drone and ground-based photogrammetry to create accurate and 
precise models of archaeological sites, contexts, and artifacts suitable for analysis, data sharing, 
digital preservation, and public education. 

In our last presentation, Bruce Bradley updates us on what he, Cynthia, and their team have 
recently uncovered at the Wallace Ruin. Wallace contains a Chaco outlier great house, at least 
one 11th century unit pueblo, and a possible reservoir. Bruce brings the experience gained from 
his long, wide-ranging, and distinguished career in archaeology to this and other projects he 
currently pursues. He is a co-founder of the Hisatsinom Chapter and recipient of CAS's C. T. 
Hurst Award. Bruce earned his Ph.D. at Cambridge University, U.K.  
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12:30 THE PALMER MIDDENS IN COLORADO SPRINGS: AN EXAMINATION OF HIGH VICTORIAN 
SOCIETY AT THE TURN OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 

Mike Prouty, Alpine Archaeological Consultants, Inc. 

Alpine Archaeological Consultants, Inc. completed excavation efforts for the Camp Creek 
Archaeological Project in 2020 as part of a flood-mitigation effort undertaken by the City of 
Colorado Springs and the Federal Emergency Management Agency.  The excavations focused on 
two historical middens in Garden of the Gods Park in western Colorado Springs, Colorado.  
Historical research indicated that the area of the middens was originally within the Glen Eyrie 
Estate holdings.  Glen Eyrie was the estate of the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad and the City of 
Colorado Springs founder, General William Jackson Palmer; his wife, Mary Lincoln "Queen" 
Mellen Palmer; and their three daughters.  The excavations recovered over 60,000 historical 
artifacts.  Subsequent analysis confirmed that the midden assemblages were associated with a 
wealthy Victorian household that dated between the 1880s and the mid-1910s.  The artifacts 
are representative of the Main House but also other various portions of the estate, including 
the Garage, Carriage House, Gardner's House, and Power Plant.  Artifact classes ranged from 
elegant serving dishes and drinking glasses, various applications of new and emerging 
technologies (such as indoor lighting, personal fire suppression, or early automobiles), 
medicinal items, and various personal items.  The excavations at the Palmer Middens have 
provided substantial data regarding the lives of one of Colorado's influential and significant 
early families. This project won the 2021 Stephan H. Hart State Archaeologist’s Award. 

1:00 THE ARCHAEOLOGY & HISTORY OF THE DRY, AN AFRICAN AMERICAN HOMESTEADING 
COMMUNITY IN SOUTHEASTERN COLORADO 

The Dry, an early 20th century African American homesteading community, was an ideal site to 
investigate community, household, race, ethnicity, class, and gender and the meaning of 
archaeological sites in the construction of public memory.  Our aim with the Archaeology of the 
Dry Project was to examine the diversity of Colorado's past, highlight the local population's 
desire to remember this mostly unknown place, and engage and educate people about the 
historical importance of this area.  Intensive archaeological survey, Ground Penetrating Radar, 
and Public Archaeology are some of the avenues we explored.  My talk presents the results 
from our field research, the impetus that led the project, and memories of the descendant 
community.  
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1:30 COLLABORATIVE CULTURAL TAXONOMIES: THE APPLICATION OF BAYESIAN 
RADIOCARBON CHRONOLOGIES IN INDIGENIZING THE NORTH AMERICAN PAST 

Carlton Gover, University of Colorado Boulder, Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma 

Recent advances in computational analysis have provided archaeologists the means to analyze 
large sums of information covering broad spans of space and time. Bayesian statistical analysis 
of radiocarbon data has been primarily utilized to refine cultural chronologies and produce 
greater precision in identifying cultural shifts in the material record. However, this method of 
producing highly accurate and precise radiocarbon age determinations can provide absolute 
dating for events recorded in Indigenous traditions. Using information saved in Indigenous oral 
traditions has long been heavily criticized in archaeological research to interpret the 
archaeological record. Furthermore, when Oral tradition data is utilized, it is largely only 
mentioned in passing to support the author's interpretations. Indigenous oral traditions should 
be critically examined, as any other source of information, to provide a greater understanding 
of pre-Columbian America using case studies that focus on dating Indigenous historical events 
in the Great Plains.  

2:00 PAINTED POTTERY ON THE NORTHERN PERIPHERY AND WHAT IT TELLS US ABOUT 
FREMONT ORIGINS AND IDENTITY 

Katie Richards, Washington State University 

What 'Fremont' means and the relationship between the 
Fremont region and the greater Southwest has been the 
subject of debate for over a century. Recent studies and 
publications have characterized the Fremont as a sedentary 
or semi-sedentary agricultural group centered in what is 
now Utah between AD 400-1350. Fremont peoples mostly 
lived in villages and had complex trade networks extending 

to the California coast and the Gulf of Mexico. Unfortunately, we still do not have answers to 
many fundamental questions about what it meant to be Fremont. Ceramics provide a crucial 
insight into interconnectivity and identity in the Fremont region. Painted ceramic designs 
further provide tantalizing clues concerning the complex cultural origins of the classic Fremont 
period, ca. A.D. 1000 when Fremont potters appear to have been signaling both a connection to 
and a distinction from the greater Southwest through painted designs. This paper discusses an 
ongoing study using INAA and design analysis to better understand Fremont origins and 
identity.   

2:30 BREAK 
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2:45 3D MODELING AT CROW CANYON 

Grant Coffey, Crow Canyon Archaeological Center 

Three-dimensional modeling is an important part of 
today's archaeological practice. Drone and ground-
based photogrammetry allow for very accurate and 
precise modeling of archaeological sites, contexts, 
and artifacts. These digital models can be used to preserve fragile contexts, as educational 
tools, and as a means of sharing archaeological data and objects with members of the 
interested public and descendant groups. This talk discusses recent 3D modeling at Crow 
Canyon and includes information on model creation, discussions of the sites, and artifacts 
presented, and it also outlines future directions for how these models might be used to 
enhance distance learning opportunities at Crow Canyon.  

3:15 RECENT RESEARCH AT WALLACE RUIN 5MT6970 

Bruce & Cynthia Bradley, PrimTech 

Excavations at Wallace Ruin over the past several years have supported evidence of an early 
11th century, multi-story great house with affinities with Pueblo Bonito.  After a major 
construction in the 1120s and abandonment by 1150, it was reused in the early 13th century as 
a mausoleum. Three round and one rectangular kivas were also constructed, surrounding and 
encroaching on one of the earlier elevated Chacoan kivas, perhaps as a reformulation of a 

Bonitan house society and ancestor veneration, as part 
of a larger cultural revitalization movement expressing 
Chacoan symbolism.  
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Speaker Biographies 

Matt Balance, Colorado State University, Alice Hamilton Scholar 

Matt Ballance is a historical archaeologist and graduate student at 
Colorado State University. His research focuses broadly on relations 
between empires and the landscapes on which they expand. In 
particular, he is interested in processes of Spanish colonialism in 
Andean South America and how roads and other forms of transport 
infrastructure were incorporated into, and modified to fit, a colonial 
understanding of the landscape. Matt received his B.A. in 

Archaeology and History from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 2019. He is 
currently finishing work on his M.A. thesis under the supervision of Dr. Mary Van Buren. 

Bruce Bradley, PrimTech 

Bruce Bradley is an Emeritus Professor at the University of Exeter, 
the U.K., and Research Associate at the Smithsonian, the Indian 
Institute of Advanced Studies, and several South American 
universities.  He is a master knapper and noted for his extensive 
experience with Stone Age technologies and experimental 
archaeology. He received a B.A. in Anthropology from the 
University of Arizona in 1970 and PhD from the University of 
Cambridge, UK, in 1977. His early research focused on the 
European Palaeolithic, North American Palaeoamerican and 
Southwest Hohokam and Pueblo archaeology. Since then, he has focused on the Upper 
Palaeolithic of Russia and France, horse domestication in Central Asia, and Clovis and older than 
Clovis (he is co-PI of the Gault Project).  His current areas of research deal with the early 
peopling of the Americas, specifically southern South America and the Eastern Seaboard of 
North America.  He is co-author of the book Across Atlantic Ice, which received the Smithsonian 
Secretary's Research Prize in 2016. Concurrently, he continues working on ancestral Pueblo 
archaeology of southwestern Colorado.  Bruce was co-founder of the Hisatsinom Chapter of 
CAS, received the C.T. Hurst Award, and is active in bringing his archaeological interests to the 
public through presentations, teaching, interaction with Native American communities, and 
participation in documentaries.  He also does knapping workshops, most recently in Uruguay, 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and China. 

Grant Coffey, Crow Canyon Archaeological Center 

Grant Coffey (M.A., Anthropology, Northern Arizona University, 2004; BA, 
Anthropology, Fort Lewis College, 2001; AA, Agricultural Science, Fort Lewis 
College, 2001) is the Research Database Manager at the Crow Canyon 
Archaeological Center. Grant is from the Dove Creek, Colorado area with 
farming roots in Dolores County. He specializes in geographic information 
systems archaeology and data management. He uses drone and ground-
based photography to create 3D models of archaeological sites and artifacts. 
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Carl Conner, Dominquez Archaeological Research Group 

Carl Conner is the founder of Grand River Institute and its non-profit 
sister organization, Dominquez Archaeological Research Group, Inc. 
(DARG). He's worked as an active field archaeologist for nearly 45 years. 
During this time, he's conducted numerous site testing, evaluation, and 
excavation projects, as well as cultural sources surveys covering tens of 
thousands of acres in Colorado. As President of DARG, he has managed 
or been the principal investigator for over 50 grants of all sizes from the State Historical Fund, 
Bureau of Land Management, US Forest Service, and private organizations. He formerly served 
as Assistant Director and Curator of Collections at the Museum of Western Colorado and as a 
Senior Researcher in Linguistics and Mesoamerican Archaeology, University of the Americas, 
Puebla, Mexico. Carl holds a B.A. in Anthropology from Adams State College. 

Zachary Cooper, University of Colorado Boulder, Alice Hamilton Scholar 

Zach Cooper is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Colorado, Boulder. 
His research interests include migration, interregional interaction, 
historical linguistics, and complex systems. His thesis research 
investigated the origin of the initial farming population of the Northern 
Rio Grande. Currently, Zach works as an archaeologist for Logan Simpson 
and is based in Tempe, Arizona. 

Carlton Gover, University of Colorado Boulder, Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma 

Carlton Shield Chief Gover is a citizen of the Pawnee Nation of 
Oklahoma. Carlton received his B.S. in Anthropology from Radford 
University and his M.A. in Anthropology from the University of 
Wyoming. He is currently a Ph.D. student in Anthropology at the 
University of Colorado Boulder. He has done archaeological fieldwork 
in Virginia, Wyoming, Colorado, Nebraska, and across Ukraine. 
Carlton's research is primarily focused on answering qualitative 
questions using quantitative methods through an Indigenous and 

Collaborative Anthropological approach. Using Indigenous oral traditions from the Pawnee, 
Arikara, and Wichita, he uses the radiocarbon record from the Central Plains to date events 
distinguished in oral traditions and identifies periods of ethnogenesis and migrations. Carlton is 
also a passionate Science Communicator and believes Archaeology needs to do more public 
outreach. He is the host for the A Life In Ruins Podcast and the Museum Unlocked Podcast. 
Carlton has appeared on several archaeology-based YouTube channels to promote Indigenous 
Archaeology and public outreach. He also produces video content on the A Life In Ruins 
YouTube channel.  
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Bill Harris, Chipeta Chapter, Colorado Archaeological Society  

Bill Has been a resident of Montrose, Colo. since 1978.  He has had a life-
long interest in history and joined the Chipeta Chapter, CAS, in 1984.  He 
had done some reading about the early archaeological investigations on 
Colorado's western slope, so getting involved in Chipeta, CAS was just a 
continuation of his curiosity about human culture.  Bill is particularly 
interested in the western slope early-day archaeologists such as Marie 
Wormington, Robert Lister, C.T. Hurst, Harold, Bill Buckles, and others. He 
has revisited many of the sites investigated by those individuals.  Bill has a 
strong interest in the archaeology of the 4-Corners. He was a member of the field crew of the 
Wetherill/Grand Gulch Research Project. He served as CAS's state vice-president in 1987 and 
state president in 1988.  He has been an active member of the chapter and spearheaded many 
chapter archaeological projects through the years. 

Mike Prouty, Alpine Archaeological Consultants, Inc. 

Michael Prouty has worked as an archaeologist within the western United 
States since 2007, with the majority of his experience in Colorado, Montana, 
Utah, and Wyoming.  He received his B.A. in history from the University of 
Colorado at Colorado Springs in 2006 and his M.A. in anthropology from San 
Diego State University in 2015.  His thesis focused on settlement patterns 
during the early Spanish period in the greater San Diego, California, area.  
His professional interests include historical archaeology, specifically, contact 
and expansion period in the American West; Great Basin and Northern 

Plains prehistoric archaeology; ground stone use during prehistory; and GIS applications to 
archaeology. 

Katie Richards, Washington State University 

Katie Richards is a Ph.D. candidate at Washington State University. Her 
primary research focus is on understanding the origins and social and 
political organization of Fremont culture. She is especially interested in 
exploring the relationship between Fremont and the Pueblo cultures 
to the south. She has excavated at a number of Fremont, Promontory, 
and Ancestral Puebloan sites in Utah, which have provided her with a 
love and respect for the rich cultural history of that area. Katie got her 
M.A. from Brigham Young University, where she studied and created a 
classification system for the designs painted on Fremont pottery. This 
research provided the foundation for her dissertation, which uses pottery to explore big 
pictures questions about Fremont origins and identity. Katie is the 2020-2021 Lister Fellow for 
the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center, which she considers an immense honor.  
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Michelle Slaughter, Alpine Archaeological Consultants, Inc. 

Michelle Slaughter is the Regional Operations Manager of Alpine 
Archaeological Consultants.  Ms. Slaughter received her B.A. from 
Metropolitan State University and graduated summa cum laude with an 
Individualized Degree in Archaeology and received her M.A. in 
anthropology from the University of Colorado, Denver.  She currently 
serves on the State Historical Fund Advisory Council and the Colorado 
Historic Preservation and State Register Review Board, a governor-
appointed position.  She has the distinct pleasure of being the 2021 
recipient of the Stephen H. Hart Award for excellence in archaeology 
and historic preservation for her Japanese-American Resource Survey, 
Otero County, Colorado project.  That project was a synthesis of 

archaeological survey, recordation or relevant built environment sites, historical research, and 
oral histories.  Prior to that, she conducted a multi-year, grant-funded project on The Dry and 
African American homesteading community in southeastern Colorado.  She has devoted her 
career to the exploration of the recent past in the western United States, researching and 
working at a variety of historic sites that shaped the history of the region. Her passions include 
public outreach that engages local communities and highlights their local history and 
archaeology. She also enjoys projects that involve the public and are conducted with volunteers 
interested in learning more about their regional history.   

Ray Sumner, Colorado State University, Northern Colorado Chapter Colorado Archaeological 
Society, Alice Hamilton Scholar 

Ray Sumner is a Ph.D. Student (All but Dissertation) in the 
Department of Anthropology and Geography at Colorado State 
University in Fort Collins, Colorado, USA.  He researches the early 
Indian Wars (1862-69) in the United States.  He holds two M.A.s in 
History. One from Colorado State University with a concentration in 
Public History (museum studies and historic preservation) and the 
second from American Military University, where his thesis was on 
the expeditions of Major John Wesley Powell to the west in 1867-
1870. He recently served as the project manager for CSU's Center for 
Environmental Management of Military Lands (CEMML) partnership 
mission to France to locate and recover a missing WWII bomber pilot. Ray is also a retired U.S. 
Army Lieutenant Colonel with 22-years of service, 16 of which were overseas.  He was stationed 
and deployed to Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, South Korea, and Thailand. Ray is the recipient of 
multiple awards to include a Colorado State University Vice President for Research Fellowship, 
Colorado Archaeological Society's (CAS) Alice Hamilton Scholarship, and the Colorado Council of 
Professional Archaeologist's (CCPA) Ward Weakly Scholarship.  



2021 CAS Annual Conference Lecture Program 

 12 

Online Virtual Exhibits 

Please visit our online virtual exhibits starting October 3rd through October 17th. The exhibition 
offers a self-guided tour of chapter, project, and Alice Hamilton Scholar e-posters and links to 
videos and other material on field reports, museum tours, and other archaeological topics of 
interest to CAS members and the public. Those viewing a digital version of the program can use 
this link to explore the exhibits staring October 3rd. We'll also separately send exhibit links to all 
registered conference attendees. 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1IYPgAmPyrfO_LuWFteRXYZSpXDYqdztD?usp=sharing

